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‘A major American political /
San Francisco Chronicle .

‘His books are classic statements
of contemporary anarchism’
The Independent

‘Murray Bookchin stands 4" -
at the pinnacle of the

genre of utopian social
criticism’
The Village Voice I
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‘Murray Bookchin’s '
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importance’
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(){/(/()/ ’ I'his collection provides an overview
of the thoughr of the foremost social

theorist and political philosopher of

the libertarian left roday. Best known for introducing ecology as a concept
relevant to radical political thought in the early 1960s, Murray Bookchin was
the first to propose, in the innovative and coherent body of ideas that he
has called ‘social ecology’, that a liberatory society would also have to be an
ecological one. His writings span five decades and encompass subjeer marrer
of remarkable breadth. Bookchin's writings on revolutionary philosophy,
politics and history are far less known than the specific controversies that have
surrounded him, but deserve far greater attention.

Despite Bookchin's crirical engagement with both Marxism and anarchism,
his political philosophy, known as libertarian municipalism, draws on the best
of both for the emancipatory tools to build a democratic, libertarian alterna
tive. His nature philosophy is an organic outlook of generation, development
and evolution that grounds human beings in natural evolution yet, contrary to
today’s fashionable antihumanism, places them firmly ar its summit,
Bookchin’s anthropological writings trace the rise of hicrarchy and domina-
tion our of egalitarian societies, while his historical writings cover important
chapters in the European revolutionary tradition.

Consistent throughout Bookchin’s work is a scarch for ways to replace
today’s capitalist society — which disenchants most of humanity: for the benefir
of the few and is poisoning the natural world - with a more rational and
humane alternative. The selections in this reader constitute a sampling from
the \\ri!m;'g of one of the most ]ri\ul.ll thinkers of our era.

Janer Biehl is the author of Libertarian Muni -';”.Hf.'ti-,'.' The Politics of Social
J’ur'.’r’{'.ﬂ (1997) and I’\’u':’rf'{-'ni'.'u'; Ecofeminist Politics (1991), as well as co-author
ot Fcofascism: Lessons from the German j-\r“‘ rience (19935). She lives in

Burlington, Vermont,
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